
 
 
Full council Meeting Minutes  

February 19, 2019 

Present: Abigail Wright, Adina Zahradnikova, Amber Foster, Brandy Olsen, 
Bryan Dial, Bryn Peterson, Crystal Pyne, Jaret Winn, Kelie Hess, Kim Jensen, 
Krissie Summerhays, Lisa Wade, Stacie Christensen, Tracy Johnson, Tracy 
Smith, Lavinia Gripentrog (for Tanya Semerad), Nels Holmgren, Neil Allred, 
Noel Taxin, Sarah Brenna 

Absent: Candas Elder, Colette Madsen, Rita Bouillon, Stephanie Roach, Les 
Carter 

Excused: Christian Navarrete, Glen Larsen, Jared Stewart, Matthew 
Wappett, Tom Davidson 

Guest: Samantha Schetromf (University of Utah) 

Staff:  Rickie Crandall, Avery Pince-Hyder, Gina McShane, Libby Oseguera, 
Eric Stoker. 

Meeting was called to order at 11:00 am (Kelie Hess) 

11:03am Kelie Hess opened the floor for public comment.  No one gave 
public comment. 

Leadership Committee Report 

Amber Foster reported that the Self-Advocacy program was going well.  
They felt that the need for an increase in the number of presenters was still 
very important. The committee is looking for solutions to address the needs 
of the Logan chapter of the Next Chapter Book Club. These solutions could 
possibly include an on-line option. The Committee also reported that they 
would be reviewing the formatting and the need for the Certified Disability 
Advocate Pilot class through Utah State University. The Leadership 
Committee reported that they had not come to a general consensus for the 
use of the Council’s unobligated funds, and thus had no Committee 
recommendations for their use. 



 
 
Health Committee Report  

Kim Jensen explained that the recommendation of the Health committee was 
to expand the scope of the video series proposed under the possible 
projects. (see meeting attachments) 

Employment Committee Report 

Crystal Pyne gave a status report on the UTA pilot project.  

Vote to approve November minutes 

Motion was made by Krissie Summerhays. Motion was seconded by Kim 
Jensen. Vote was taken and the minutes were approved. 

Vote to Approve Public Policy  

Kelie explained why there was a need for the Council to implement a written 
policy pertaining to public comment. After discussion, the council agreed to 
make changes to the draft. ADA language to address accommodations need 
to be added and the opportunity for on-line comment would be added as 
well. Krissie Summerhays moved to vote on the adoption of the new policy 
and Kim Jensen seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken (see 
attached record) and the policy was adopted. 

Vote to Adopt Revisions to Grantee Policies and Procedures 

Kelie explained the need for adoption of the changes in the policies and 
procedures that govern the process in which grants are governed. Members 
addressed concerns that the response time to any issue is limited to 30 days 
and the council only meets quarterly. Emergency meeting can be called if 
there are issues that arise. Noel Taxin called for a vote and Crystal Pyne 
seconded the motion. A Verbal vote was taken, (see attached voting record) 
and the revisions were adopted. 

Vote for use of 2018 unobligated funds 

Kelie called attention to the need for staying on schedule for spending. She 
explained that not all the proposed projects could be funded, but some of 



 
 
the proposed ideas could be rolled into the 2019 budget. Libby reminded the 
Council that this pending needed to take place by September of 2019 and 
voting at this Council meeting would allow for this to take place. Noel Taxin 
asked for total cost of all proposed projects. Kelie reminded the Council that 
not all proposals could be funded. After some debate, the Council chose to 
fund all the proposed projects except the Siblings Network Project (see 
attached table) and approved the funding for the Employment First Training 
and Video projects for the 2019 funding schedule. Noel Taxin made a motion 
to vote on the proposed use of funds. Kim Jensen seconded the motion. A 
verbal vote was taken (see attached record) and unanimously approved. 

Discussion to modify UDDC State Plan   

Kelie explained that to meet the objectives of the Utah Developmental 
Disabilities Council, the option to merge health and employment committee 
objectives needed to be considered. Merging these objectives would help to 
accomplish the State Plan. Kelie polled the Council for input on the options 
and it was determined that the UDDC staff would draft the changes and 
submit them to the Executive Committee for review and then the Full council 
would vote at the at the May 2019 Full Council meeting. 

Review of Membership Application 

Kelie advised the Council that the membership application and the 
nomination process is not in line with the DD Act as it should be. The major 
changes that she advised were in the areas of an applicant’s member 
category, the level of experience an applicant may have working with 
disability issues. Placing optional questions about diversity would also help 
the Council to meet the federal requirements for diversity in the population 
of the Council. Kelie called for Council members who would be willing to 
serve on a nomination committee. Tracy Johnson, Brandy Olsen, Crystal 
Pyne and Krissie Summerhays volunteered.  

TA Visit Overview and Discussion 

Kelie advised the Council that there were two areas that needed to be 
addressed, per the TA visit. These two areas were the need for by-law and 



 
 
policy revision and the continued participation in the annual Advocacy 
Awards. Kelie called for volunteers to form a bi-law revision and policy 
change committee. Noel Taxin, Bryn Perteson and Lisa Wade volunteered for 
this committee.   

Kelie advised that Council that the participation in the annual Advocacy 
Awards could no longer continue as it had been. Under the terms pf the 
Federal Award for the Utah Developmental Disabilities, this practice is not 
allowed. To continue participation in the awards, they would need to be 
combined with either another organization’s awards ceremony, or individuals 
could be recognized at the May Self-Advocacy Conference. Some discussion 
followed, and the consensus of the Council was to direct Libby to talk with 
other organizations and to report back. 

Legislative Visits 

Tracy Smith reported that she had visited with Representative Pulsipher and 
discussed the benefits of the limited supports waiver program. Crystal Pyne 
reported that she had written a letter to Representative Vickers. Lisa Wade 
reported that Representative Ivory had visited her son and his job coach at 
her son’s place of employment, by participating in the UDDC’s Take Your 
Legislator to Work program. 

Tracy Johnson reported that Representative Lyman had agreed to speak with 
her about the Rural Healthcare project. The conversation focused on mental 
health and the telehealth bill. Eric Stoker reported that he spoke with 
Representative Actin about the healthcare issues impacting people with 
disabilities. 

Executive Director Report 

Libby reviewed staff developments since the September meeting. She gave 
an update on Council supported projects and activities. The CPD Rural Health 
Project report was reviewed by Libby. (see attached)  She reported that 
there would be meetings in March with representatives from both Rich and 
Emery counties. ABCD is working with the Tooele county library on IEPs and 
ELL parent classes. The DSAMH, along with the UDDC and DSPD are working 



 
 
training for best practices for mental health professionals who give a dual 
diagnosis. Libby reported that the efforts were being made to formulate four 
day training events to be hosted by NADD. Libby reported that the 
Employment Campaign had been sourced to four different marketing firms 
and that Richter 7 was the only firm to make a proposal. The focus of the 
campaign is to draw awareness for potential employers and employees of 
available resources.  Libby also reported the UTA was implementing an “on-
demand” wheelchair accessible ride service. This is a pilot program and only 
available in the Salt Lake City area. Libby reported that three Legislators 
participated in the Take Your Legislator to Work program. Libby reported 
that the program did what it was intended to do and increased awareness 
for legislators and employers. There will be more opportunities this spring 
for participation. 

Libby shared with the Council that Stephanie Roach and Bryn Peterson would 
be attending the Disability Policy Seminar in Washington D.C. in April. She 
also reported that the staff had met with nine legislative members so far this 
Legislative session. The Federal Program Progress Report is due by March 
25th, 2019.   

Utah Mid-Session Legislative Summary 

Nels Holmgren reported that Representative Ivory was working on financial 
exploitation legislation in the form of “silver Alert” for seniors with need. 
Sarah Brenna reported that Senator Luz Escamilla was working on vision 
legislation. Crystal Pyne reported on funding for DSPD wait list. Nels 
Holmgren and Bryn Peterson reported on the introduction of multiple new 
codes and changes in DSPD budget requests and that the new “Vape” tax 
could assist with the funding. 

Vote to Adjourn  

Sarah Brenna motioned to adjourn the meeting at 2:27pm. Bryan Dial 
seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 2:28pm.  

Upcoming Events 

May 16-18, 2019 UDDC Self-Advocacy Conference Provo, UT 


