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Members Present: Adina Zahradnikova, Amber Foster, Bryan Dial, Deborah Bowman, Christian 
Navarrete, Crystal Pyne, Denell Miles, Ginny Rouse, Greg Smith, Kayci Lynam, Kristen Hone, Matt 
Wappet, Trevor Buit, Janet Wade, Jaret Winn, Julia Pearce, Pam Bennett, Staci Cummings (for 
DarinBrush), Kris Fawson, Tanya Semerad, Glen Larsen 

  
Excused: Angie Pinna, Jared Stewart, Kelie Hess, Nels Holmgren, Noel Taxin, Rita Bouillon,  
Staci Christiensen, Tracy Johnson 
 
Guests: Amy Notwell, Chief Bach, Chris Wilkerson, Dave Miles, Dick Baer, Nicole Price, Ron Johnson,  
Tony Miles, JC Vasquez  
 
UDDC Staff:  Claire Mantonya, Eric Stoker, Jamie Winn, Linda Hansen, Lindsey Hunter 
 
Meeting convened at 10:00 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Deborah Bowman opened the floor for introductions and everyone introduced themselves. Eric Stoker 
reminded the Council that April is National Autism Awareness Month. Trevor Buit made the Council aware 
that the Circles Program in Provo wants to team up with the Council.  
 
Public Comment/Forum 
Eric Stoker mentioned that National Sib Day was April 10. 
 
 
Vote Approval of the February meeting Minutes 
Adina pointed out that there was a missing number of graduates on the second page (13). The Minutes will 
be corrected to reflect that number. 
Trevor moved to approve the Minutes as amended, Kayci seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Executive Session  
Deborah asked guests and Council staff to leave so the Council members could go into Executive Session to 
receive and approve the report from the Nominating Committee.  James McFadden’s resignation was 
accepted.  Antoinette Antone was voted to be removed from the Council for non-participation.  The 
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applicants for new Council members were reviewed and accepted and will be forwarded to the Governor for 
his appointment. 
 
Budget Review 
Claire updated the Council on the budget. Congress will hopefully avoid sequestration and pass another 
continuing resolution for the national budget.  The 2017 award was ~$363,000 for the first six months of the 
year and we will be waiting to hear what the Congress does with the budget for the remainder of 2017 and 
the outlook for 2018. The Council is generally at 50% or lower expenses for the majority of items on the 
budget so right on target.  
  
Communication Passport Training—Julia Pearce 
Julia passed around a Communication Passport flier.  She works for the Utah Center for Assistive 
Technology (UCAT) within Vocational Rehabilitation which is now housed within the Department of 
Workforce Services.  Julia is working on a grant from the Utah State Board of Education for kids ages 3-22. 
As the flyer was reviewed, Julia mentioned that people using the Communication Passport will become more 
alert for behavior clues they should watch for while working with people with disabilities.  
 
Caregivers can create a Communication Passport Expressive communication for individuals who are non-
verbal or have difficulty expressing their needs and can make a best guess for the starting points as to why a 
person may be either frightened, or excited, or in pain, etc. This way, there can be a written up plan allowing 
ALL caregivers to know what they need to know about a specific person. 
 
Update on Next Chapter Book Club (NCBC)—Jamie Winn & Eric Stoker 
There are NCBC active at the Park City Café, West Jordan Library, Columbus Library, and shortly at Logan 
Library.  There may be an opportunity for expansion into all eighteen libraries in the Salt Lake City area if 
enough people join. Adina mentioned there is a United Way Day of Caring that may be able to recruit some 
new people. Julia mentioned ebook readers and other assistive technology to aid readers. 
 
Update from the 2017 Legislative Session/Federal Legislative Issues/2017 Public Policy 
Seminar 
Glen Larsen – Updates to Medicaid issues:  Dental benefits went through for people with disabilities on 
Medicaid. They will be able to start accessing dental services July 1, 2017.  Arrangements for notifying 
individuals is being worked out. (Note: Medicaid will be notifying people by mail).  One large dental 
services provider is the University of Utah Dental School, but any dentist that accepts Medicaid will be 
available to provide dental services.  The Medically Complex Children’s Waiver is having open enrollment 
again April 1 through May 1. The Autism 5-7 years old Waiver is going to be going away, however, respite 
is still being provided.  DSPD was given around $150,000 for transportation. The waiting list just got 
$750,000 bring people into services. 
 
On the federal level, the Easter Seals put together a flyer asking people to share their experience with 
Medicaid and dealing with federally proposed Medicaid block grant proposal.  
 
Staci -  USOR asked for just two building blocks for independent living with additional money for the 
assisted technology program, as well as home living and both were funded. 
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Tanya -  USOE supported a bill requiring physical restraints and exclusionary time-outs to be used ONLY 
for physical endangerment, which passed this session. The Autism robot was approved so that school 
districts get a 50% discount on these new $10,000 machines.  
 
Learning About Services in Brigham City 
LINC – Dick Baer, Chris Wilkerson and Porter, the Facility’s canine companion came to present.  Dick 
presented information regarding transportation and how underfunded the rates are with the Waivers.  LINC is 
a day services provider and they are beginning to learn how to provide employment training as well.  Dick 
spoke about the direct staff increase – the $2 million instead of the proposed $5 million increase to staff 
salaries. The previous two years of $5 million dollar appropriations had made a dent in bringing down the 
turnover rate from 80% to 50%, but providers also need a boost in resources so they can include overhead 
and administrative funding.   LINC provides help for people age 22+ and provides all sorts of assistance to 
help people live better, including a theater arts program, a guys and gals group, and respite. Clientele ranges 
from around age 25 to retirement age. Right now only 30 clients are served, but there is a wide variety of 
people types served.  
 
Ron Johnson, a local support coordinator, spoke to the Council to describe additional services and barriers 
facing the area.  There are three group homes in Brigham City.  Ron mentioned that transportation is a huge 
barrier and also noted that there are many families whose parents are getting very old and their adult children 
are aging and is concerned about what will happen as the parents can no longer care for their adult son or 
daughter. 
 
Emergency Preparedness for People With Disabilities—Chief Bach 
Chief Bach showed a short video with some talking points about fire safety. Many of the points illustrated 
included not pouring water on a grease fire, checking your sprinkler system, making sure your fire alarm is 
suited to your disabilities, having a route to quickly leave, and knowing a refuge area to get to when a fire 
happens. 
 
Follow-up to last year’s contract with the DSPD 
Janet Wade talked about employment opportunities through the Peer Connections program to help boost and 
develop soft social skills. The programs include job exploration and counseling, work-based learning 
experiences, and self-advocacy through mentoring. The plans begin with Intake, Peer Connections with 2-3 
months, and Job Development in months 4-8. The program takes children ages 14-21.  Janet pointed out that 
the grant the Council provided to teach families and her staff about discovery had led to another opportunity 
for Easter Seals to use VR monies to help transition-aged kids. 
 
July 10th Conference and the NACDD National Conference 
Claire announced that the July 10th Celebration of Self-Determination will take place at the Red Lion Hotel 
with a dance afterward. It is a statewide conference for People First, families, and professionals.  The 
National NACDD (National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities) will be held also at the 
Red Lion July 13-14th.   She sent around a sign-up sheet to determine who would plan on attending. 
 
Contract reporting 
The contract the Council has with USU Center for Persons with Disabilities for the Speakers Network is 
staffed by Amy Notwell.  Amy spoke about the topic of supported decision making as an alternative to 
guardianship to provide power of attorney and other legal actions as a means for empowerment for those 
with disabilities.  The speaker’s bureau will be presenting this information at the July 10th conference and 



-4- 

during the NACDD conference as well.  There will be seven presentations given over the next few months to 
talk about this as being viable. In January, they were invited to go to the correctional training facility to talk 
about misconceptions about developmental disabilities and how to manage these people.  The Speaker’s 
Network has trained over 300 people to date. 
 
The contract that the Council has with USU Center for Persons with Disabilities for the ABCD (Asset-based 
Community Development) for a Spanish Speaking Community was discussed.  JC Vasquez provided an 
update to the ABCD program.  Two key partners left (Libby Oseguera from the Council and a woman from 
USU), but the program will continue and they are looking for continuing support.  JC has done outreach 
throughout the state – St. George, Richfield, Moab, etc.  The objective is to provide support with outreach to 
the Hispanic population to bridge the gap so the community can access health care. This summer, there will 
be extensive work done so that people can get established, continue functioning, and continue to participate 
in the project..  
 
June 13th  meeting 
Claire Mantonya announced that this will be a call-in meeting.  
 
Matthew Wappett, new Executive Director of the Center for Persons with Disabilities, introduced himself. 
Claire reminded everyone to think about nominating people for the Advocate of the Year Awards. 
Eric Stoker then had three announcements with one to be a satisfaction survey.  
 
Vote to Adjourn 
 Deborah asked for a motion to dismiss. Bryan made the motion, all were in favor. 
 Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 
FUTURE COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Next UDDC Full Council meeting will be the Annual Meeting on Tuesday September 
12, 2017 at the West Jordan Library Viridian Center.   The meeting will be held from 9 
to 11:30 a.m. and the 2017 Advocacy Awards Ceremony will be held from 12 – 2 p.m.  
The June Council meeting is cancelled. 
 
 
FUTURE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
June 13, 2017—11 AM to 1 PM—Council Conference Room, the nominations for the 
2017 Advocacy Awards will be viewed. 
 
 
Minutes prepared by Lindsey Hunter 
**Attachments available by contacting Lindsey Hunter at 801-533-3965 or lahunter@utah.gov 
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